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Solution to Riddles
Abstract
Among the many genres of folklore, the riddle is most amenable to semiotic inquiry. In short dialogue
sequences, riddling includes verbal metaphors, interpretations, and their rejections or validations. Inherent in
the riddle is a deliberate ambiguity which is designed to reveal and conceal its subject at one and the same
time. Success in untangling the true meaning of the riddle sentence from the knots of verbal deceit depends
upon the confirmation of the solution by the riddle poser. However, his acceptance of the answers is often
whimsical and manipulative, tending to maintain his socially advantageous position (Abrahams 1968a, 1968b;
Williams 1963).
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